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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

This architectural evaluation was prepared to assist the San Luis Obispo County Public Works 
Department and the State of California Department of Parks and Recreation in meeting pertinent 
regulatory responsibilities in connection with future planning for, or alterations to, the Cass Warehouse. 
The building is a State-owned historic-period built-environment resource (defined as resources 50 years 
of age or older) and requires evaluation for potential significance and to determine whether it meets the 
criteria for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or whether it constitutes a historical 
resource under CEQA. The resource has accordingly been evaluated under Section 15064.5 of the 
California Code of Regulations and under Sections 5024 and 5024.5 of the California Public Resource 
Code, in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines. 

 

This report finds that the Cass Warehouse meets the criteria for listing in the California Register of 
Historical Resources under CritŜǊƛƻƴ мΣ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀƴ [ǳƛǎ hōƛǎǇƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ƭŀǘŜ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ-century and early twentieth-century maritime economy; under Criterion 2, 
for its strong association with James Cass and James Cass & Company as the founders, developers, and 
principal merchants of the Town of Cayucos; and under Criterion 3, as a rare example of a late 
nineteenth-ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǿƘŀǊŦ ǿŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ 
cultural landscape. The period of significance is from 1875, the construction date of the Cass 
Warehouse, to 1920, when the warehouse was acquired by the State of California 

 

The author wishes to acknowledge the generous assistance of Louisa Smith and the Cayucos Historical 
Society. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This Architectural Resource Evaluation Report elevates the James Cass & Company warehouse (Cass 
Warehouse) from what appears, at first glance, to be a small, localized sphere of influence, to its rightful 
place within the broader context of Central CŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜέ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ōǳǘ 
has gradually expanded in usage to embrace onshore architectural resources ς lighthouses, piers, 
breakwaters, wharves, shipyards, customs houses, and warehouses, for example ς that have 
demonstrated associations with maritime activities and the maritime economy. Though perhaps 
ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴǘǳƛǘƛǾŜΣ {ŀƴ [ǳƛǎ hōƛǎǇƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻǊƛginally focused on fishing; 
rather, the ports were the point of embarkation for the produce of the rocky intertidal zone and the 
agricultural and pastoral hinterlands, as well as the landing places for lumber and other necessary goods 
not available locally. 

¢ƘŜ /ŀǎǎ ²ŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ŜƳōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ƻŦ {ŀƴ [ǳƛǎ hōƛǎǇƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊŜƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ƻŎŜŀƴ-going vessels to 
maintain contact with the larger world and to foster local economic growth during the second half of the 
nineteenth century and the opening decades of the twentieth century. Coastwise shipping was essential 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅΥ ƭƻƴƎ-distance travel by land was both difficult and time-consuming. It is 
significant that the first county railroad, the narrow-gauge Pacific Coast Railway, terminated at a wharf 
at Port Harford. Until the advent of the Southern Pacific Railroad in 1894, nearly all long-distance travel 
or commercial endeavors began with a trip to the nearest wharf, either at Port Harford, Cayucos, or San 
Simeon. For coastal communities out of easy reach of the railroad, the sea retained its primacy in long-
distance transportation until the advent of improved highways and trucking in the 1910s. 

The concept of a maritime cultural landscape is especially relevant for Cayucos, inasmuch as the focal 
point of the community and the chief draw for outsiders has always been and continues to be the pier 
and waterfront. The Cass Warehouse is the oldest surviving element of the Cayucos maritime cultural 
landscape and the oldest building in the original townsite.  

 

PROJECT SETTING 

The project is located within the boundaries of Cayucos State Beach in the small beach community of 
Cayucos (population 2,592 in 2010), located 18.7 miles northwest of San Luis Obispo, the county seat, 
on Highway 1.  The Cass Warehouse fronts on Ocean Street -- adjacent to the beach and the Cayucos 
Pier -- and is part of a long row of oceanfront commercial development.  At this location, between the 
mouth of Cayucos Creek to the northwest and the mouth of Little Cayucos Creek to the southeast, the 
ground surface is just a few feet above sea level, sloping gradually down to the tideline. To the 
northwest, immediately across Cayucos Creek, the ground rises to a low knoll flanked by a wave-cut 
terrace. Both the beachfront and the terrace were developed by James Cass & Company and are 
included in the historical context for the Cass Warehouse. 
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METHODOLOGY 

Preliminary research consisted of reviewing standard secondary sources, including general San Luis 
Obispo County histories (Angel 1883, Morrison and Hayden 1917, and Krieger 1988), as well as a recent 
local Cayucos history (Maricle 2007).  

Next, an appropriate historical context was identified. While such aspects as the physical condition, 
style, materials, and workmanship of architectural resources can be considered to some extent on their 
own merits, the significance of these resources can be determined only with reference to the historic 
circumstances that created them. The historical context for the Cass Warehouse broadly includes the 
importance of coastwise shipping in County (and California) history; the role of James Cass and James 
Cass & Company in the development of the Cass Warehouse and the Cayucos townsite; and similar 
extant warehouse buildings.  

Field visits were made on October 11, 2016, to see the interior structure and architectural character of 
the building, and on November 23, 2016, to document the historic-period built-environment resources 
present. Documentation included taking extensive notes on the physical characteristics of the buildings 
and taking a series of digital photographs, many of which are included in this report. 

Additional detailed, site-specific research was conducted in the following archives: 

California State Lands Commission (tidelands survey map) 

San Luis Obispo County Assessor (Rancho Moro y Cayucos plat book) 

San Luis Obispo County Recorder (deeds, maps, and other official records) 

San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors (minutes) 

The History Center of San Luis Obispo County (photographs, maps, and vertical files) 

The Cayucos Historical Society (photographs and vertical files) 

(Note: The San Luis Obispo City-County LibrŀǊȅΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ were unavailable due to 
a renovation project between October 2016 and January 2017.) 

Additional research was also conducted via online databases: 

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/PW/County_Surveyor.htm (San Luis Obispo County maps) 

http://www.glorecords.blm.gov (Bureau of Land Management: General Land Office maps) 

http://search.ancestry.com/ (federal population census and agricultural census; birth and death 
dates) 

http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc (California Digital Newspaper Collection) 

http://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/content/california-state-assembly-journals (Journal of the State 
Assembly and Journal of the State Senate) 

http://bancroft.berkeley.edu (rancho diseños) 

 

  

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/PW/County_Surveyor.htm
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
http://search.ancestry.com/
http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc
http://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/content/california-state-assembly-journals
http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

The project area lies near the boundary between two Mexican-era land grants:  Rancho Moro y Cayucos, 
on which the Cass Warehouse and the City of Cayucos are located, and Rancho San Gerónimo, to the 
northwest of Cayucos Creek.  No diseño (manuscript map) is available for Rancho Moro y Cayucos, but 
the early 1840s diseño for Rancho San Gerónimo shows the lindero (boundary line) between the sitio 
(grant) of Vicente Félix (a portion of Rancho Moro y Cayucos called San Sebastián) and the sitio granted 
to Rafael Villa (Rancho San Gerónimo) (Figure 1).1  

 

                

Figure 1.  By the 1840s, when this diseño was drawn, an adobe rancho building had been constructed on the 
northwest bank of Cayucos Creek (red arrow). The future site of the Cass Warehouse is to the right (southeast) of 
the creek. The alignment of the Camino Real (dotted line along coast) passes nearby (Source: Bancroft Library). 

 

In the Mexican era these land grants were used almost exclusively for grazing cattle and other livestock 
ς a land use that generally persisted through the 1850s and beyond, despite the Mexican-America War 
and the loss of Alta California to the United States. With the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
in 1848, the ownership of Spanish and Mexican land grants was nominally guaranteed, but the 
respective owners were required to prove title. The Gold Rush and CŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ŜƴǎǳƛƴƎ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
ǎǘŀǘŜƘƻƻŘ ƛƴ мурл ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ άǳƴŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘέ ǊŀƴŎƘƻǎΦ {ǉǳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ŜƴŎǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ 

                                                           
1 El Sitio del Rafael Ville nombrado Sn Geronimo, United States District Court, Southern District, Land Case 8, page 

72, available online through the University of California Berkeley website, http://bancroft.berkeley.edu.  The map 

probably pre-dates November 1845, when Vicente Felix sold his portion of Rancho Moro y Cojo to James McKinley 

(Myron Angel, History of San Luis Obispo County, p. 12. 

http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/
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on rancho lands, and the market for cattle began to decline as former miners took up other pursuits. 
The year 1862 brought disastrous floods, followed by an even more disastrous drought in 1863-1864 
that destroyed the last vestiges of the Mexican-era hide-and-tallow economy. The costs of legal 
proceedings to defend their titles, coming on top of the loss of their herds, bankrupted many rancho 
owners, with the result that enormous tracts of prime California land passed out of the hands of the 
original grantee families and were purchased by immigrants from Europe and the United States.  
 
By the late 1860s, ranchos in the project area began to be subdivided into smaller units of land and used 
for farming and dairying.  Passage of the Homestead Act in 1862 also played a part, as public lands 
outside the boundaries of rancho land grants began to be identified, surveyed, and opened for 
settlement. On the northwest side of Cayucos Creek, Rancho San Gerónimo was sold off to Wesley 
Burnett in about 1865.2  Squatters also established a small settlement, the forerunner of Cayucos, on 
Old Creek, about a mile to the southeast.3   
 
On December 1тΣ мустΣ {Φ²Φ CƻǊŜƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǇǇŜŘ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ 
29 South, Range 10 East, Mount Diablo Meridian, including both government land and portions of 
Rancho San Gerónimo (Lot No. 39) and Rancho Moro y Cayucos (Lot No. 38) (Figure 2).4 
 

 
Figure 2.  5Ŝǘŀƛƭ ƻŦ {Φ²Φ CƻǊŜƳŀƴΩǎ ƻfficial survey of government lands and rancho boundaries, T29S, R10E, 
M.D.M., January 17, 1867. The red arrow indicates the future location of Cayucos. 

                    
 
 

                                                           
2 Historic Spots in California, third edition, by Mildred Brooke Hoover, Hero Eugene Rensch, and Ethel Grace 
Rensch, revised by William N. Abeloe. Menlo Park: Stanford University Press, p. 383. 
3 Old Creek may have had its origin in a post-Mission-secularization community of displaced Native Americans. In a 
March 14, 1952, San Luis Obispo Telegram-Tribune ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀǎǎΩǎ фп-year-old daughter, Emily Burroughs, it 
was noted laconically that, when Cass arrived ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ муст ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ άƻƴƭȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ LƴŘƛŀƴǎΦέ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƻŀǎǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ DŜƴŜǾŀ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ 
(1999:12ύ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛƴ мустΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ άǎǘƛƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴǘ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ located near [John R.] .ŀƛƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƻƴ 
hƭŘ /ǊŜŜƪΧΦέ  
4 The map was filed with the U.S. Surveyor General on January 16, 1868. 
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JAMES CASS (1824-1917) 
 
Among the settlers who arrived in the project area in the late 1860s was James Cass, a British immigrant 
born in Bristol ς a prominent port city ς in 1824.  Cass made the voyage from Bristol to the United States 
as a boy, working for his board after a storm destroyed his belongings. By the time he arrived in New 
¸ƻǊƪΣ /ŀǎǎΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘ ǎƘƛǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
career ς fraught with hardships worthy of a Dickens novel ς did include trade voyages on the Hudson 
River and to the West Indies. In January 1849, as gold fever was gripping the nation, Cass left New York 
for California aboard the Orpheus, arriving in San Francisco six months later. The day after his arrival he 
was assigned to the crew of the Schooner Olivia, running between San Francisco and Sacramento. Cass 
learned to be a river pilot, but was, inevitably, soon also engaged in stints of mining for gold at Dry Town 
in Eldorado County, Amador Creek in Amador County, and in the American River mining camps from El 
Dorado to Sacramento counties. Cass next tried his hand at running general stores ς the Boston Store on 
Dry Creek near the Ione Valley, and later the Syracuse Store at Muletown, before selling the business 
and returning to mining.  In 1854, Cass purchased 40 acres of farmland in Sacramento County (SE ¼ SW 
¼ Section 28, T7N, R8E, MDM); that same year he married Mary Stone, a fellow English immigrant. 
/ŀǎǎΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ ŜƭŘŜǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ς Sarah, Charles, Emily, and Henry ς were born between 1855 and 1860. Mary 
diŜŘ ƛƴ муслΣ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘΦ /ŀǎǎ ǊŜƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ мусоΣ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ aŎaǳǊǊŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ 
Rosa, was born that same year.  
 
In 1867, Cass sold the Sacramento farm, and the family relocated to the Cayucos area in San Luis Obispo 
County in November of that year. Cass states in his undated memoir that he purchased 320 acres of 
government land one mile back from the ocean in the rolling hills above Cayucos. No evidence of this 
transaction is recorded in the General Land Office records, suggesting that he purchased the land from a 
homesteader, rather than homesteading it himself.5  Cass farmed there for two years, during which time 
he began to investigate the idea of establishing a shipping port at Cayucos. He is reported to have made 
άǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀȅέ ƛƴ мусу-мусфΣ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ŘŜŜǇ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
was along the rocky shore of the present Locarno Tract [along Lucerne Road on the bluff-top northwest 
of Cayucos Creek]. The prospect of constructing a landing with a shoǊǘ ǿƘŀǊŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ΧΦέ6  Cass 
also made a systematic study of the amount of grain and other produce being grown in the area, 
determining to his satisfaction that there was enough potential cargo to support his venture. His next 
step was to contact individuals who were already involved in the coastwise trade along California. 
Captain John J. Ingalls, who ran a schooner between Port Harford and San Francisco, was interested. 
Cass made two demonstration runs for Ingalls, piloting the schooner north from Port Harford and south 
from San Simeon to the anchorage at Cayucos. Ingalls must have been impressed with the prospects, as 
Cass was soon making arrangements to secure cargoes and spreading the word that he could ship local 
produce. Cass notes in his memoir that, at first, the grain sacks were piled up on straw on the beach, and 
that he slept next to them to protect the cargo. Without a wharf, ships had to come to anchor farther 
offshore, and sacks of produce had to be loaded by means of small surf boats (lighters).  
 
The year 1869 saw the inception of the partnership of James Cass & Company (James Cass, John Ingalls, 
Frederick Metcalf, Lewis Schwartz, John Harford, and William Beebee). No Articles of Incorporation were 
located for this early date, but such a document does exist from March 14, 1893, providing some insight 

                                                           
5 A copy of the account is in the Cayucos Historical Society collection. 
6 Undated manuscript notes, probably by Samuel Borradori, based on undated publication, on file with Cayucos 
Historical Society. 
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into the purposes of the corporation: 7 
 

First: That the name of said corporation is James Cass and Company. 
 
Second: That the purposes for which it is formed is as follows: To own, control and 
manage and conduct the business of Wharfingers at the town of Cayucos, in the County 
of San Luis Obispo, State of California, and carry on the business of Warehousemen, 
freighters, carriers over such wharves, ticket agents, freight agents, and all business 
appertaining to wharves conducted along the shores of the Pacific Ocean or any of its 
navigable tributaries; And at any and all other places on the Pacific Ocean, and acquire, 
own, hold all such lands, franchises and water rights necessary to the proper conduct of 
the same. To buy, sell, traffic in and deal in all kinds of goods, wares and merchandise; 
Buy and sell all kinds of farm and dairy produce; live-stock and poultry; To act as 
commission and forwarding merchants; To buy and sell, on commission or otherwise, all 
kinds of real and personal property, and to own and hold the same, for sale or 
otherwise; And to conduct a general Merchandising business; Own and control sea 
vessels and water crafts; Build tramways over its wharves; Buy and sell lumber, 
ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΩǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ 
 
Third: That the place where its principal place of business is to be located and 
transacted shall be the town of Cayucos, in the County of San Luis Obispo, State of 
California. 

  
Cass was soon making plans to acquire the lands necessary to his enterprise. On September 7, 1869, 
Cass signed an affidavit before the San Luis Obispo County Clerk, attesting his intent to purchase, under 
the terms of the March 28, 1868, Act to provide for the sale of certain lands belonging to the State, a 
tract of tidelands lying directly south of the southeast quarter of Section 32, as well as the adjoining 400 
yards running to the southeast and lying south of the southwest quarter of the southwest quarter of 
Section 33 of Township 28 South, Range 10 East, Mount Diablo Meridian. The tideland tract was duly 
surveyed in 1871 and the patent was issued to Cass on March 25, 1872.  
 
There is evidence that Cass and his business partners seriously considered building a wharf on the 
northwest side of Cayucos Creek. On July 18, 1870, they acquired a 1.59-acre tract on the bluffs that 
included both the bluff top and the rocky intertidal zone below (Figure 3).8  Lightering operations would 
still need to use the beach for loading cargoes until such time as a wharf could be built. The first 
warehouses were in place ς one on the bluff and one on the beach ς by late 1870, as they are depicted 
in the January 20, 1871, tidelands survey map drawn by San Luis Obispo County Surveyor R.R. Harris 
(Figure 4).9  The purchase of the small parcel was strategic: it also came with an important water-access 
easement, granting them the right to:  

                                                           
7 The directors of the corporation in 1893 included original partners James Cass, Luis Schwartz, and William 
.ŜŜōŜŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ /ŀǎǎΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ IΦ YΦ /ŀǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴ-in-law, A.L. Burroughs. 
8 Wesley Burnett to James Cass et al. [Ingalls, Metcalf, Schwartz, Harford, and Beebee] San Luis Obispo County 
Deeds Book C, pp. 45-46, July 18, 1870. The deed describes the parcel as 1.55 acres, but the 1871 survey shows 
1.59 acres. Cass, Ingalls and Metcalf were each granted an undivided fourth of the property; Schwartz, Harford, 
and Beebee jointly held the other undivided fourth. 
9 Tidelands Survey No. 8, Amended, Township 28 South, Range 10 East, Sections 32 and 33, surveyed by R. R. Harris, 
January 20, 1871, on file at the California State Lands Commission, Sacramento. 
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improve, open, dam up, and increase by artificial means, the water in a certain Spring 
situate about two hundred yards distant northwesterly from the Lot of Land hereinbefore 
described and granted, and to conduct the same by pipes or otherwise to the Lot of Land 
hereby granted, and to use the same for drinking purposes upon said Land, provided that 
the same shall not be exclusively used by [James Cass and partners] but shall be held by 
ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǳǎŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ [ŀƴŘΧΦ10   
 

                                                
Figure 3. Detail of 1.59-acre bluff-top and tideland tract acquired by Cass et al. from Rancho San Gerónimo owner 
Wesley Burnett in July 1870. The arrow indicates the warehouse location (see Figure 4 for the complete map). 

 
 

Although no wharf was built at that location, the 1.59-acre parcel on the bluff was retained by James 
Cass & Company for 50 years.11 The parcel is currently occupied by a residence (709 Lucerne) and a 
tankhouse, the latter almost certainly built by Cass to store water from the spring, under the terms of 
the easement.  A newspaper clipping on file at The History Center of San Luis Obispo County cites 
άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎέ ŦǊƻƳ мфмс όǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ŀǎǎΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘύ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ άȅŜƭƭƻǿ ǘƻǿŜǊ 
surmounted by tank painted red, white and blue, and a wind mill about one mile north west of the town 
ƻŦ /ŀȅǳŎƻǎΦέ12    
 
The 1871 Harris tidelands survey map (Figure 4) and a photograph from about 1873 (Figure 5) provide 
important evidence of the extent of the James Cass & Company operations at that early date.  The 
principal area of activity was on the southeast side of Cayucos Creek, where Cass later built his wharf 
and residence.  This area also became the nucleus of the community of Cayucos, and the small cluster of 
businesses that had originally been located at Old Creek ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƴŜŀǊ /ŀǎǎΩǎ ǿƘŀǊŦΦ After selling 
off his inland ranch, Cass had άǇǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƻŦ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜΣέ ǘƘǳǎ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ warehousing and shipping business. At this point, Cass was in his mid 40s. His varied 
experiences with shipping, piloting, farming, mining, and operating a general store ς fortified by  
 

                                                           
10 San Luis Obispo County Deeds Book C, pp. 45-46. 
11 On February 9, 1920, James Cass & Company sold the 1.59-acre tract, including the water-use easement, to 
Alfred Canevascini. San Luis Obispo County Deeds Book 138, pp. 141-142. 
12 The Cayucos clipping shows no newspaper name or date, but was probably from the Central Coast Sun-Bulletin, 
c. 2000.  The άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΦ  
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Figure 4. Tidelands Survey No. 8, Amended, Township 28 South, Range 10 East, Sections 32 and 33, surveyed by R. 
R. Harris, January 20, 1871 (source: California State Lands Commission). The red arrows indicate the two Cass 
warehouses.  Only a handful of residences are evident. 

 
 
undeniable personal tenacity ς were coalescing into a multifaceted enterprise on the beachfront at 
Cayucos. 
 
During the next few years, James Cass & Company (and James Cass as a private individual) added 
significantly to their holdings. On March 25, 1872, the State issued Cass a patent for the 15.14 acres of 
tidelands he had requested three years earlier. That autumn, Cass began construction on a 380-foot 
wharf, or jetty, that would permit loading and unloading of boats at high tide. Two derricks and two 
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chutes were also built.13 In early 1873, a correspondent for the Pacific Rural Press ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ /ŀǎǎΩǎ 
ingenuity: 
 

WŀƳŜǎ /ŀǎǎΧōŜƛƴƎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜ ŀ ǇƛƭŜ-driver, resorted to the novel method of 
screwing the piles into the ground. He cut a thread, screw-fashion, at the end of each 
pile, and then after sinking the stick or pile a short distance into the loose soil or sand, 
worked it windlass-fashion until it had reached a sufficient depth to be firm and secure.14 
 

The earlieǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻŦ /ŀǎǎΩǎ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎ όŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǊŦ ǎƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƴύ ŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ 
about 1873. By this time, Cass had procured at least three small warehouse buildings, which reportedly 
άƘŜƭŘ ƎƻƻŘǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ15  Schooners could now deliver lumber ς 
brought alongside the 380-foot wharf by lighters ς rather than rafting it ashore through the surf (Figure 
5).   
 

 
Figure 5.  /ŀǎǎΩǎ early store, a warehouse, and a residence clustered together along the ocean front, 1874. From 
this angle, the 380-foot pier would be obscured by the row of structures. The building at the extreme right was 
ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ ! ŦǊŀƳŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ /ŀǎǎΩǎ ƳŜƳƻƛǊǎ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ 
and hauled to the beach to serve temporarily as a warehouse.  Evidence of the growing James Cass & Company 
lumber business is stacked alongside. (Source: Cayucos Historical Society) 

 
 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мутлǎΣ /ŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ still had not 
made a permanent move to Cayucos. On July 23, 1870, the federal census enumerator recorded James 
/ŀǎǎΣ aŀǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ !ǊǊƻȅƻ DǊŀƴŘŜ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΦ /ŀǎǎΩǎ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ 
άƪŜŜǇǎ ƭǳƳōŜǊ ȅŀǊŘΣέ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀ ŦŀǊƳ in Arroyo Grande Township, which must have replaced 
the Cayucos farm he had sold off to make his start at Cayucos.  On August 31, 1870, the agricultural 
census taker recorded Cass as owning 320 acres, roughly half of which was planted to wheat and barley. 
The agricultural census also recorded his ownership of seven horses, six milch cows, four other cattle, 
and 40 swine. The fact that Cass owned a 320-acre farm but described himself as a lumber merchant 
says a great deal about his inclinations.   

                                                           
13 Undated manuscript notes, probably by Sam Borradori, on file with Cayucos Historical Society. 
14 Pacific Rural Press, March 8, 1873, p. 147. 
15 Undated manuscript notes, probably by Sam Borradori, on file with Cayucos Historical Society. 
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Increasing activity along the waterfront must have influenced William F. Babcock, the owner of Rancho 
aƻǊƻ ȅ /ŀȅǳŎƻǎΣ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǳōŘƛǾƛŘŜ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀȅ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǘƻǿƴǎƛǘŜ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ /ŀǎǎΩǎ 
Landing in 1875.16  A reporter for the San Luis Obispo Tribune provided the following detailed 
contemporary description of the changes brought about in Cayucos in the 15 months between June 
1875 ς shortly after the townsite was laid out ς and September 1876: 
 

One year ago, the 24th of last June, we passed by what there then was of Cayucos. It 
consisted of the store, warehouse, dwelling, and 380 feet of wharfτall combinedτof 
James Cass. On the side of the hill about an eighth of a mile distant, was the old ranch-
house, being the only building within sight. Last Sunday we revisited the place, and it is 
of what we then saw that we propose to talk. We found the scene entirely changed. In 
front of where the old dilapidated buildings of Mr. Cass stood, there now stands the 
large and commodious warehouse of James Cass & Co., a building that would do credit 
to any city on the coast. It is 50x92 feet in dimensions, with 14-feet walls and a broad, 
steep roof, affording ample storage for the products of the rich country tributary to this 
port. In the northeast corner a store is partitioned off, of the dimensions of 20x50 feet, 
where-in a large stock of goods is constantly kept on hand. Here is also the office of the 
steamship company, and the telegraph office. The store is ceiled throughout with 
alternate boards of redwood and white pine, giving to the room a warm, cheerful 
appearance. A car track runs through the warehouse, onto the wharf, thus affording 
easy transportation to and from the ships, for merchandise, grain, butter, wool, etc. 
Work on  
 
THE NEW WHARF 
Is being pushed rapidly ahead. Mr. R.E. Osgood has the contract, and is making a good 
job of it. The piles are San Simeon pine, cut near Cambria, and delivered at a cost for 
hauling of seven dollars each. It takes one hundred and sixty of these monster trees for 
the uprights to the wharf. They will average two feet in diameter at the large end, and 
not less than ten inches at the small. They vary in length from 35 to 60 feet. They are 
driven not less than fourteen feet each, into solid earth, thus standing as firm as if 
rooted there by nature. The extension to the wharf will be 500 feet, making the total 
length 940. This carries it out to 21 feet water at low tide. The wharf is sixteen feet 
wide, for 876 feet out, and 40 for 64 feet, where vessels will land. It is thoroughly 
braced, and the dock portion will have cluster piles at the corners, and fender piles 
every four feet around the sides. It will be seen by the foregoing that this will be one of 
the most substantial wharfs on the coast. The floor is thirteen feet above extreme high 
water. It will be about two weeks before it will be completed so that steamers will tie up 
alongside.  
 
In connection with the wharf and warehouse, Messrs. Cass & Co. have a lumber yard, 
stocked with a supply of good lumber. A Regulator windmill elevates water from a well 
in the lumber yard into a tank that holds between 4,000 and 5,000 gallons, which 

                                                           
16 Map of the Subdivisions of Rancho Moro y Cayucos, San Luis Obispo County, California, surveyed March 1875, 
San Luis Obispo County Maps Book A, page 160. The indefatigable C.H. Phillips was the local real estate agent for 
Babcock, who lived in San Francisco. 
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supplies the store, wharf, stock yards and dwelling house, with ample water of excellent 
quality. 
 
OTHER IMPROVEMENTS. 
In addition to the above, Mr. Cass has built himself a pretty cottage and barn, which 
stand across the street, in the center of a lot nicely fenced, and planted with ornamental 
trees and shrubs. Directly opposite the warehouse is the Cosmopolitan Hotel of B. 
Morganti & L. Signorini, a pair of enterprising Swiss, who saw the future importance of 
Cayucos as a shipping point and center of trade, and went in for the most central spot 
upon which to build a house wherein the traveling public are well supplied with 
everything, from a bed to a cocktail. The store of the late firm of 
 
DUNN, MCMILLAN & CO., 
Is another of the notable improvements. It is a splendid building, of large dimensions, 
with a storehouse adjoining. The store was closed, so we did not have an opportunity to 
see the stock, but understand Mr McMillan keeps a general assortment of such goods as 
are most in demand throughout the county. Mr Dunn has sold out his interest in the 
store to his partner, Mr. D.C. McMillan, who is ever on hand to serve his customers. The 
future 
 
PROSPERITY OF CAYUCOS 
Is assured, and in a few years this nucleus will have enlarged into a thriving village. It is 
the center of, and the shipping point for, a large area of rich farming and dairy country. 
We saw in the warehouse of Cass & Co., several thousand sacks of barley awaiting 
shipment, and there is now, in the dullest season for dairy products, an average 
shipment of 50 boxes and barrels of butter per week. This represents about two and a 
half tons. Then there is the quicksilver, the chickens, eggs, pelts, hides, grain and hogs, 
which swell the exports to a large annual sum. This will increase as the county settles 
up, which it is rapidly doing. There is a large number of Swiss settled in this vicinity, 
many of whom have grown rich in dairying, and others are rapidly becoming so. Were 
Morro y Cayucos grant all sold and settled by these industrious people it would add a 
large valuation to the assessment roll. 
 
TO WHOM THE CREDIT IS DUE. 
The building up this thriving town is due to James Cass, who, a few years ago, 
discovered its availability as a shipping point, and, single-handed and alone, began the 
work of building a wharf, while the incredulous stood by and laughed at his efforts to 
make something out of nothing. He succeeded in building his wharf out [380] feet, 
where, at high tide, he could lighter off and on his goods, in comparative safety, if not 
ease. The moment he had accomplished this, business and curses began to accumulate, 
until it was found that, to keep pace with the two, he must have more wharf and a 
larger warehouse. To enable him to do this he associated with himself Wm. L. Beebe, 
John Harford and L. Schwartz, under the firm name of James Cass & Co., since when the 
improvements we have described have been made. Had we more such men as Messrs. 
Cass & Co., and less growlers, our county would make a progress that all might well feel 
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proud of; but, unfortunately, growlers and obstructionists seem to be in the ascendant: 
τTime, alone, is the remedy for this evil.17  

 
The official authorization for the operation of the newly enlarged wharf was given by the San Luis 
Obispo County Board of Supervisors on August 7, 1876. By order of the Board, a 20-year franchise was 
granted to James Cass & Company.18 ! ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ά²ƘŀǊŦŀƎŜ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŀǘ /ŀȅǳŎƻǎέ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ by the Supervisors 
provides a reliable idea of the types of lumber coming into the yard, the nature of the produce going out 
through the warehouse, and the livestock being herded through the chutes onto the wharf shortly after 
its construction in 1875: 
  

 Table 1.  Wharfage Rates at Cayucos, November 11, 187619  
[Imports]a 

[Commodity]  [Unit] [Wharfage] 

On merchandise per ton   $1.00 

Lumber per M [1,000 board feet]     1.00 

Shakes per M       .37½ 

Shingles per M       .12½ 

Posts per Hundred     1.00 

Split pickets per M     4.00 

Laths per M       .37½ 

Shingle packages each       .25  

[Exports] 

Grain and Vegetables per ton       .75 

Wool per ton     1.00 

Hides each       .02 

Cheeses each       .03 

Butter per box       .20 (returned empty free) 

per keg      .15 

Eggs per box (if 30 dozen)b      .15 

Quicksilver [mercury] per flask [76 lbs]      .10 

Hogs per head (over 40 head)      .10 

per head (under 40 head)      .15 

Sheep per head      .06 

Calves per head (under six months old)      .25 

Cattle, horses, mules, and jacks per head    1.00 

   a !ǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ōǊŀŎƪŜǘǎΤ boriginal comments in parentheses 
 
James Cass & Company were obligated to submit periodic reports to the Board of Supervisors 
documenting the costs of operation of the wharf and the income generated. In 1878 the company was 
still operating at a loss, prompting Cass to note: 
 

                                                           
17 San Luis Obispo Tribune, September 30, 1876, republished online at 
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/photos-from-the-
vault/article39453882.html#storylink=cpy 
18 San Luis Obispo County Minutes of the Board of Supervisors Book C, pages 461, 466. The Affidavit of Publication 
attests that notice of the wharf franchise application was published in the San Luis Obispo Tribune for five 
successive weeks, between July 1 and July 29, 1876; a copy of the affidavit is in the collections of the Cayucos 
Historical Society. 
19 Source: Cayucos Historical Society, from Samuel Borradori, Board of Supervisors. 

http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/photos-from-the-vault/article39453882.html#storylink=cpy
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/photos-from-the-vault/article39453882.html#storylink=cpy
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L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭƭȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Χ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
propriety of raising our rates of toll in order that we may receive some remuneration for 
our outlay of Capital and Labor.20 

 
The report submitted for 1880 documents a more profitable year, though the company had yet to 
recoup their original expenses. By that date, James Cass & Company had spent $15,217.51 on the wharf, 
including $3,240.25 for the reporting year. Receipts totaled $3,829.48, including $3,170.48 from tolls 
ŀƴŘ ϷсрфΦлл ŦƻǊ ŘƻŎƪŀƎŜΦ bƻ ŘƛǾƛŘŜƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛǎǎǳŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ άǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜȅŜŘ 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŀǊŦ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊέΥ 
 
 5,790   packages butter 
 1,481  sacks potatoes 
         20,207  sacks wheat 
              809  sacks barley 
      40  sacks corn 
 1,525  beans 
 4,729  hogs  
          56      bales wool 
    335  tons miscellaneous21 
 
An outside source, writing with a global perspective in 1879, provides not only contemporary 
information about the nature of the shipments to and from Cayucos but also provides useful data on the 
conditions of the port itself:22 
 

OLD CREEK, San Luis Obispo Co., California, U.S.A., a hailing port in San Diego district.23 
It is sometimes called Cayucos Landing. Is in latitude 35ɕнрΩ bΦΣ ƭƻƴƎƛǘǳŘŜ мнмɕртΩ ²Φ 
Imports. ς Lumber and general merchandise. 
Exports. ς Butter, cheese, and all kinds of farm produce, cattle, sheep, and hogs, chrome ore, 
and quicksilver. 
The harbor is an open roadstead, only safe in the summer months; has no bar; depth at low 
water, four and a half fathoms; at the wharves, sixteen feet; rise of tide, six feet; bottom mud 
and sand; good anchorage. 
Port Charges. ς Government charges [United States law].24 
 

                                                           
20 Cayucos Wharf: Report for year ending [June?] 1, 1878, probably acquired by Supervisor Samuel Borradori, in the 
collections of the Cayucos Historical Society. The company noted that it had expended $10,840.26 on the 
construction of the wharf alone. 
21Cayucos Wharf: Report for year ending November 1, 1880, filed November 3, 1990, Nathan King, Clerk of the 
Board of Supervisors. 
22 Hunter, Theodore, and Jarvis Patten, Port Charges and Requirements on Vessels in the Various Ports of the 
World, with Tables of Moneys, Weights, and Measures of All Nations, and a Telegraphic Codex for Masters, 
Owners, and Ship Brokers. Part First, Containing United States and Dominion of Canada. New York, NY: John Wiley 
& Sons, 1879, p. 149. 
23 Cayucos was assigned to the San Diego Port District, rather than to the San Francisco Port District. 
24 Federal port charges were distinct from wharfage and warehousing fees. They included tonnage duties, permits 
ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜΣ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ¦Φ{Φ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ ŦŜŜǎΣ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
releasing logbooks and shipǎΩ ǇŀǇŜǊǎΣ ōƛƭƭǎ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƛǎŎŜƭƭŀƴŜŀΣ IǳƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Patten, Port Charges and 
Requirements on Vessels in the Various Ports of the World, 1879, pp. 256-257. 
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This harbor contains two moorings, one of 2200 pounds, the other of 1200 pounds, with 
suitable buoys and chains. 
      JAMES CASS & CO., Merchants, Old Creek, Cal. 

 
 
Good documentary evidence exists for the appearance of the Cass Warehouse and wharf in the 1880s, 
including a lithograph published in 1883 (Figure 6) and plan views from 1884 and 1885 (Figures 7 and 8, 
respectively). Although some artistic license has been taken (for example, the lithograph shows the 
windmill close to the warehouse), contemporary photographs verify the presence of the various 
individual elements: the windmill and elevated water tank, the lumber shed and stacked lumber, the 
warehouse with its shed-roof additions, the signage and the belfry with its wheel mounted bell atop the 
ǿŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ ǊƻƻŦ ǊƛŘƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƎǇƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƘŀƭȅŀǊŘ ŦŀǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǿŀƭƭ ŎƭŜŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ά/ŀȅǳŎƻǎ 
[ŀƴŘƛƴƎΣέ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǎƛƎƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀƴ-shaped vent in the warehouse front gable, the three older gabled 
buildings in a row at the rear of the warehouse, the wharf with its derricks, the livestock chutes, and 
even the hitching post. 
 
   

 
Figure 6. This iconic lithograph ǿŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ aȅǊƻƴ !ƴƎŜƭΩǎ мууо History of San Luis Obispo County, facing p. 341. 
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Figure 7.  U.S. Coast & Geodetic Survey T-sheet, Image # T1663-00-1884. Not surprising in a nautical map, the 
details focus on the wharf configuration, character of the coastline, and nearshore topography τ but the 
warehouse, lumber shed, and water tank are also clearly indicated. 
 

a  

Figure 8. tƭŀƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǿŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǊŦ ŀǘ /ŀȅǳŎƻǎ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ муурΣ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŀƪƛƴΩǎ California 
Warehouse BookΦ  5ŀƪƛƴΩǎ ƳŀǇǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ {ŀƴōƻǊƴ ƳŀǇǎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ IŜǊŜΣ  
the interior spaces of the warehouse building are clearly defined, as well as the tramways running from both the 
main warehouse room and the general merchandise store occupying one corner. The one-story shed-roof addition 
on the northwest side was also used for merchandise. 

 
 


